Caspian Sea Brief for ENVSEC

The Caspian Sea is the largest land-locked water body on the planet, covers an area of 425,000 km2, and presents high environmental importance. The Caspian Sea is not connected to any of the five oceans on the globe, and its water salinity is way below that of the major aquatic bodies. The length of the Caspian coastline is around 7,000 km. The basin includes major river deltas as well as wetlands, which serve as habitats for biological diversity, including reproduction of fish. The Caspian Sea basin is a unique ecological system with about 400 species endemic to the Caspian waters. Some of the species present economic and commercial significance to the littoral states. 

Caspian Environment Programme

Caspian Environment Programme (CEP) is an umbrella program of the five littoral states and group of international donor organizations, and is financed by GEF.  Other donors include WB, TACIS, and UNEP.  
For the previous four years of the program (actually started in 2000-2001), the following results had been achieved: 
· Ten thematic centers have been established to research the situation and prepare a Trans-diagnostic Analysis (TDA), and an in-depth analysis of Caspian environmental issues;

· Based on TDA, the Strategic Action Plan (SAP) was prepared and taken into consideration by all five countries as an attachment to the Convention on Caspian Sea Environment;

· The Convention to Protect the Caspian Sea Environment was prepared and signed by all countries in November 2004;

· Priority environment investments were studied for five countries and were identified for two countries, Turkmenistan and Azerbaijan, project preparation exercises were financed;

· Three rounds of Matched Grant Program to invest small-scale projects in five countries were conducted (16 projects) 

· Community Development grants to provide alternative livelihood to coastal population were distributed in four countries (except IRI);

· Oil Spill Contingency Response Plan was elaborated with number of trainings performed. 

For the next phase, the CEP will focus on: 

· Implementation of the SAP;

· Elaboration and Signing the number of the protocols for the Convention;

· Conduction of further two rounds of matched grant program;

· Elaboration and acceptance of Public Participation Strategy;

· Working on improvement of the fishery management;

· Other activities at a smaller scale.

Status of the Caspian Sea

The main long-term dispute over the Caspian lies within the judicial or legal framework to identify the status of the Caspian Sea for all the five littoral countries: Azerbaijan, Iran, Kazakhstan, Russian Federation, and Turkmenistan. The dominant concern of the Caspian Sea division is the sharing of the petroleum resources in the basin, which present significant economic importance to all the five countries. This legal process has already taken a political shape, thus becoming a clear potential source to a political conflict in the Caspian Sea area. The countries signed the Framework convention to protect the Caspian environment in November 2004.  Under the Caspian Environment program, process is underway to develop a number of protocols.

Water pollution

Another important environmental concern of the Caspian Sea basin is the sea and ground water pollution caused by over-exploitation or inadequate economic operation of petroleum resources and other similar polluting economic activities. The quality of the potable water along the coastline is crucially dependent on groundwater resources. Furthermore, drinking water networks existent in the basin are very unreliable and easily prone to pollution or contamination or malfunctioning, thus cutting off access to safe potable water for entire communities, villages and towns. 
The situation is aggravated by groundwater salinity, which further enables land degradation and salinisation in the area and presents real threat to public health and, in turn, socio-economic development of the areas concerned. The issue of water resources on the Caspian coastline, both in terms of water quality and water management, is of direct relevance to the ENVSEC priorities and need to be thoroughly researched and analyzed for a proper risk assessment. 
Oil spills

The Caspian Sea basin is very well known for its hydrocarbon resources, which are nowadays actively exploited by the littoral states through various national and international oil companies. The petroleum sector presents a real risk to the biological diversity, water and coastland quality, and the communities residing along the coastline. One of the most destructive affects of the petroleum industry might become so-called oil spills, which can entail drastic irreversible damages both to the ecosystem of the basin and the socio-economic development of the adjacent areas. 
This matter deserves particular attention and will require a detailed risk assessment to measure possible risks and potential conflict. However, it should be noted that the petroleum sector may be politically sensitive, in particular in view of the Caspian Sea status and division of resources pending decisions by all the littoral states. 

Biological diversity

The Caspian Sea is abundant with biodiversity resources, which are of high value to the economies of the five countries. Its most “popular” species is sturgeon or so-called red fish. Sturgeon is the main target of poaching in the basin, as it is the source of black caviar, commercially profitable product and the main reason for sturgeon poaching. The population of sturgeons has decreased for the past time due to excessive poaching and improper sturgeon resources control, management and breeding. 
The fish industry is another major economic sector in the Caspian Sea basin and heavily relies upon the fish resources as well as the biodiversity resources as part of the ecosystem to maintain fish. Irrational abuse and over-exploitation of fish can lead to economic restrictions in the fish industry, which employs a significant number of local residents, and thus entail socio-economic instabilities and possibly internal conflict. 

Threats to biodiversity (degradation, pollution) and high reliance of the coastal population on bio resources may result in the threat to the security due to the lack of alternative income-generating sources.  ENVSEC may consider a possibility of providing support on business training, and alternative income generating grants, especially in emergency areas.

Other issues

The Caspian Sea basin is a vast area, containing various socio-economic and environmental concerns. Other issues, which can be considered under the ENVSEC initiative, include: a) issue of gas flaring as a result of petroleum production and refinery processes, which negatively affects the air quality and is regarded as a climate change concern; b) socio-economic conditions of various nationality minorities residing along the coastline; and c) impact of a number of chemical plants along the coastline presenting real security hazard to both the Caspian Sea’s ecosystem and the area’s development
.
The split of the environment and security concerns by countries will be looking as follows:

Azerbaijan 

- Oil spills, land degradation by oil production, sturgeon

IRI


- Water pollution (municipal wastes), land degradation (forests)

Kazakhstan 

- Oil spills (water & lands), some sturgeon problems in Ural river

Russian Federation 
- Water pollution (municipal and industrial wastes), poaching

Turkmenistan 

- Land degradation (oil and human activities), water provision

�How about biodiversity loss and nuclear pollution from the closed Aktau Nuclear Station and also nuclear dump site on the sea shelf? 





